CHAP, xxi           SA VAGE LIFE IN A USTRALIA                  401
on the head in a fight. The principal, if not the only other,
cause of death, in their opinion, appears to be magic. The
commonest mode of doing a man to death by magic is, seem-
ingly, for his enemy to point a bone at him from any distance,
while at the same time the foe chants an incantation appro-
priate to the sort of disease by which he desires the other to
be afflicted. Afterwards the enchanter buries the bone in
the ground, digs it up from time to time, and burns a piece
off the end. Meantime the victim is supposed to grow worse
and worse, and if the bone that is doing the mischief is not
found and dipped in water it is believed that the patient will
die. Children are instructed almost from infancy in this
unamiable art, which is responsible for countless deaths ;
not, of course, that it really kills anybody, but that the un-
questioning faith of the blacks in its efficacy induces them
to put to death many innocent persons who are accused of
having practised it with fatal effect on the sick and dying.
The tribes in question, like many others of the same
region, believe in the existence of ancestral spirits called
mooras or moora-mooras, about whom they tell many tales
and legends. This belief and the practices based on it are
described by Dr. Home as " a sort of ancestor worship " ;
but the term seems too strong in view of the writer's own
statement that " no ceremonies seem to have been performed
to propitiate the -mooras ". However, some of the ceremonies,
if not propitiatory, appear to be dramatic. At a ceremony
witnessed by the authors, two men, with bunches of box-tree
leaves tied to their ankles, represented ancestral spirits ; and
at other ceremonies emblems (waningd) of the ancestors are
carried about and in some sort venerated.
Like most Australian tribes, the Wonkonguru believe in
the resurrection of the body; and in that belief they con-
siderately leave a supply of wood and sticks at the grave, in
order that, when the dead man " jumps up", he may be able
to build a hut and light a fire to warm himself, in case he
should feel chilly. At the same time, not very consistently,
all the personal belongings of the deceased are broken at the
grave, " so that his spirit will not come back and use them ".
Perhaps, while they are willing to contribute to the personal
comfort of the departed brother, they fear that, if they left
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